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Committee on the Scottish Government Handling of Harassment Complaints 
  
Alex Salmond 
 
 
 
 
 
BY EMAIL 

c/o Clerk to the Committee  
Room T1.03  

The Scottish Parliament  
Edinburgh  
EH99 1SP  

 
SGHHC@parliament.scot  

      
12 November 2020 

 
Dear Mr Salmond, 
 
It is imperative that the Committee makes progress through its oral evidence taking 
and this should, as is entirely standard, be based upon written evidence received.  
 
The Committee has informed you that it intends to take evidence from you next 
month. Your written submission remains outstanding, and has been requested 
numerous times, most recently in my letter of 6 November. 
 
The Committee requires to finalise the timescales of its oral evidence taking for the 
remainder of its inquiry at this stage. The Committee will conclude its oral evidence 
with a session with you, followed by the First Minister who will give evidence at the 
end of the oral evidence taking process.  
 
An important strand of this inquiry is to identify what meaningful changes can be made 
to the Scottish Government’s procedures and practices. The priority therefore is that 
the Committee must report to Parliament in good time to ensure the report of its 
findings can be agreed, published, considered, and the recommendations responded 
to by the Scottish Government. The report and response phase will take months to 
complete and must be completed before the end of the Parliamentary session for the 
Committee’s recommendations to be made and for the implementation of meaningful 
improvements to commence. 
 
The Committee requires sufficient detail on your account of the complaints handling 
phase, the judicial review and the ministerial code phase in an initial submission. As 
set out in previous correspondence, the drafting and submitting of a written 
submission does not require the processing of all records to be completed and you 
are aware of what is and is not covered by legal restrictions and the need to navigate 
through these matters in your submission. The accompanying records, if they can be 
shared, can be submitted at a later stage.  
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I write again to impress upon you the urgency of this matter. The Committee has 
written separately to the Government on its written evidence and will do so again 
today. 
 
The purpose of this Committee is to hold the Government to account and the 
Committee will fulfil this task. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
Linda Fabiani MSP  
Convener, Committee on the Scottish Government Handling of Harassment 
Complaints   
 
 


